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The	small	team	driving	our	

flagship	Informed	Opinions	

project	delivered	more	training	

opportunities	than	ever	this	

year,	and	an	increasing	number	

of	workshop	graduates	shared	

their	insights	with	Canadians	

across	the	country	through	

media	and	civil	discourse.		
	

We	also	significantly	expanded	

our	impact	by	launching	our	

new	online	database	of	expert	

women,	aiming	to	make	it	

impossible	for	a	journalist	to	

ever	again	declare,	“But	we	

couldn’t	find	a	qualified	

woman!”		
	

Our	grassroots	project	Ask	Women	

Anything	continues	to	amplify	

women	experts	in	Ottawa.	This	

year	we	engaged	hundreds	of	

people	in	lively	conversations	

about	women	in	STEM,	the	“Sixties	

Scoop”,	and	being	Muslim	in	

Canada.	
	

As	usual,	our	impact	far	

outstripped	our	limited	resources,	

credit	for	which	goes	to	a	small	

army	of	volunteers,	including	our	

board	of	directors,	honorary	

patrons,	advisory	committee	

members	and	the	Ottawa	events	

cohort.	We	deeply	appreciate	their	

support.	



PROGRAMMING 
 
Workshops    
delivered:     39 
 
Women  
trained:       350 
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“Graduates” of our 
commentary writing 
workshops published at 
least 67 op eds in this 
period, and many more 
shared their insights 
through interviews on a 
wide array of issues 
through online, print, 
and broadcast media. 
  
 

Insert word cloud of topics 

IMPACT 



Since attending an Informed Opinions 
workshop in 2011, Nobina Robinson, 
CEO of Polytechnics Canada, has 
contributed more than two dozen 
commentaries to national publications. 
 
She’s helped make clear the impact of 
education policies on labour shortages, 
innovation and a healthy economy.  
 

IMPACT 



PROGRAMMING 
 
We delivered keynote 
presentations to 670 
business execs, 
academics, students, 
civil servants and 
entrepreneurs in 
Toronto, Ottawa, 
Saskatoon, Calgary, 
Fredericton and 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 



EXPERT WOMEN 
 
We continued to 
refine and grow 
our online data-
base of expert 
women, which 
featured 225 
diverse women by 
March 2017. 
 

INSERT IMAGE, add data re: number of women 
recruited until March 2017 



ASK WOMEN 
ANYTHING  

    

Insert photos from AWA event 

Ottawa City councillor 
Catherine McKenney 
and journalist/human 
rights advocate Amira 
Elghawaby were just 
two of the women who 
shared their informed 
opinions at well-
attended AWA events 
in Ottawa this year.  







Graduate Kim Pate’s compelling 
commentaries on our prison system’s 
treatment of the mentally ill and use of 
solitary confinement inspired 
investigative reports that helped shift 
public understanding and change laws.  
 
She was appointed to Canada’s Senate 
in November 2016.  
 

IMPACT 
 



“I	fully	credit	your	workshop	and	subsequent	
support	and	encouragement	with	giving	me	the	
knowledge	and	confidence	to	participate	in	
public	dialogue.	One	of	the	most	rewarding	
outcomes	has	been	hearing	my	op	eds	and	
media	comments	read	in	the	Ontario	Legisla-
ture.	The	leader	of	the	opposition	led	a	ques-
tion	period	by	quoting	me.	He	later	saw	me	at	a	
rally	and	thanked	me	for	my	powerful	words.	
Getting	your	voice	into	the	public	debate	really	
can	make	a	difference,	just	as	you	said!”	
	
Wilfrid Laurier University professor Janet 
McLaughlin’s commentaries helped to 
change government legislation  

IMPACT 
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Insert aggregate data? 

We used op eds to draw 
attention to the addition of 
Viola Desmond to our $10 
bill, the use of a cartoon 
character as a UN 
ambassador for women, 
and the significance of 
women’s voices in the 
context of the US election. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Shari Graydon                              Samantha Luchuk                           Meredith Dault 
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     Andrea Benoit, 
        Secretary 
     Canice Leung 
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INFORMED OPINIONS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Julie Cafley 
Kathy English 
Jane Griffith 
April Lindgren 
Isabelle Perrault 
Elizabeth Sheehy 
 

INFORMED OPINIONS 
HONORARY PATRONS 
 
Louise Arbour 
Sally Armstrong 
Kim Campbell 
Shirley Greenberg 
Michaele Jean 
Nancy Ruth 
Bonnie Sherr Klein 
Constance Sugiyama 
Carole Taylor 
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